In The Beginning God . . .

An In-Depth Stuagy of the
First Three Chaplers of Genesis

INTROThere has never been a time when the nature of truth was more questioned in the United States than today. The very nature of
Postmodernism is to relegate truth to the realm of personal experience and relativism: “You can find your own truth; I will find mine.
What is true for you may not be true for me.” This is the mantra of our age. There has also never been a time when the Church at large
has been more skeptical of the accuracy of the Genesis account of creation and the origin of humanity.

Both of the questions, the nature of truth and the origin of humanity, are hills to die on for true believers: to answer these ques-
tions wrong is to undermine the whole foundation of the Gospel message and to lose the battle for true faith. It all begins in Genesis, the
book of beginnings, and a right understanding of the first three chapters is essential to understanding the rest of the Bible, God’s special

revelation to the only living beings made in His very image.

I.  Chapters One to Three of Genesis are Unique in Content

A. Just as Revelation gives us information about the future we would have no other way of knowing, the history and means
of creation is a part of history no human can access—it can only be given by One Who was present.
B. Augustine described a “God-shaped void” in the heart of every person, an emptiness and longing that can only be filled

by God. A part of that longing is the universal desire to understand our origin. God Himself both instills the desire
and provides the answer because it ultimately leads us back to Him.

C. The message of Genesis 1-3 is a necessary backdrop for the Gospel: it explains who God is and who we are, tells us what
has gone wrong with our world, and points the way back to God.

II. Chapters One to Three of Genesis are Pregnant with Meaning

A. In these three chapters God lays the foundation for every important truth to be found in the Bible. Indeed, it is not an
exaggeration to say that the entire meaning of life can be explained in these eighty verses.
B. The seeds of the following teachings of the Bible can be found in the clear and unmistakable words of this passage,

including: the Person and nature of God, The Person of the Holy Spirit and of Jesus Christ the Son, the nature of man—
his personality, spirituality, and sexuality, the meaning of work and of rest, the nature of marriage and the Church, the
deeper life in Christ, the power and purpose of intercessory prayer, the nature of sin and salvation, eschatology,
Bibliology, apologetics, angelology, demonology, satanology and the nature of evil, cosmology and the origin of life.

C. Specifically and importantly, these chapters address the problem of pain and suffering and give us insight into what has
gone wrong with our planet and our race. In conjunction with the revelation about the character of God, they help us to
have faith in a God Who is good while living in a world that is not, and to have hope in a future world when all that is
now wrong will be made right.

III. Chapters One to Three of Genesis are Filled with Propositional Truths

A. What is propositional truth?
L In logic, a proposition is a declarative sentence that is either true or false.
2. In the Bible, propositional statements which are a part of God’s revelation are always true.
3. My Definition: Propositional revelation is “true truth” revealed by God using words and statements which can be

understood as objective and universal absolutes and which can be combined in logically rational ways to form “teachings” on a given
topic in the Bible. These derived teachings based upon the propositional revelation are called “doctrines” and form the foundation for
our faith. The corpus, or “whole body” of these teachings combine to form a Biblical theology (or worldview) against which all
other ideas and experiences must be tested.

B. Propositional revelation and the nature of the Bible: (PRM) The Bible is not written as a series of formal, logical
propositions—a list per se—it is revealed in the form of narrative containing these truths in a framework of history which is
anchored in time and space. As we read the story it will draw us to conclusions that may be tested in other narrative (or didactic)
passages which validate, expand, or correct our conclusions. In some books and passages (didactic or “teaching” sections) truth is
revealed in statements that more closely resemble logical propositions and which may be understood in their simplest terms.

C. As we study the wealth of propositional truths revealed in these passages we will discover why it is essential that we
interpret Genesis 1-3 in the most absolute and literal way possible expressed in the grammar. But we will not be left
with truths that are hanging, unfounded, in mid-air; we will examine closely the cosmology of the Genesis record and
discover that the literal sense of the Biblical account of creation is also the one that has the most objective support by the
evidence: evidence that is denied or ignored by materialistic evolutionists, but which is abundant in every realm of
scientific investigation for those who have eyes to see.
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Genesis 1:1-8 In the begin-
ning God created the heavens
and the earth. ? The earth
was formless and void, and
darkness was over the sur-
face of the deep, and the
Spirit of God was moving
over the surface of the wa-
ters. ® Then God said, "Let
there be light™; and there was
light. * God saw that the
light was good; and God
separated the light from the
darkness. * God called the
light day, and the darkness
He called night. And there
was evening and there was
morning, one day. ° Then
God said, "Let there be an
expanse in the midst of the
waters, and let it separate the
waters from the waters." ’
God made the expanse, and
separated the waters which
were below the expanse from
the waters which were above
the expanse; and it was so. °
God called the expanse
heaven. And there was eve-
ning and there was morning,
a second day.

Hebrews 6:18-20 *® so that
by two unchangeable things
in which it is impossible for
God to lie, we who have
taken refuge would have
strong encouragement to take
hold of the hope set before
us. *° This hope we have as
an anchor of the soul, a hope
both sure and steadfast and
one which enters within the
veil, ?° where Jesus has en-
tered as a forerunner for us,
having become a high priest
forever according to the or-
der of Melchizedek.

2 Timothy 3:16-17  All
Scripture is inspired by God
and profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction,
for training in righteousness;
17 50 that the man of God may
be adequate, equipped for
every good work.

Luke 1:37 "For nothing
will be impossible with God."

NOTES

Discuss some of the statements you have heard recently that supports the idea that
truth is experiential and relative rather than absolute in our culture.

What books have you read or broadcasts have you heard lately that support the
statement that the church in the United States today has become skeptical of the
accuracy of the Genesis account of creation.

How does it make you feel to think about the fact that God wanted you to know
how He made the world and the human race?

What other truths can you think of that have their seeds in Genesis 1-3 which were
not listed in the outline. (After your group discusses these, send your pastor an e-
mail citing your conclusions: prmartin@mc.net )

Explain the meaning of “propositional revelation” in your own words. What is the
difference between revealed propositional truth and relativism?

Explain why it is often necessary to restate the Biblical narrative in propositional
terms in order to “extract” the teaching from the passage.

How do individual propositional statements combine to form doctrinal truths. How
can we be sure these “derived” truths are accurate.

Do you remember the meaning of the term “analogy of faith” as it pertains to inter-
preting the Bible? Explain how it applies in the effort to formulate Biblical doctrine.



