In The Beginning God . . .

An In-Depth Stuagy of the
First Three Chaplers of Genesis

The Character of God:; Part Three

INTRO: In our study today we will focus primarily on a single attribute of God: His goodness. We will also dis-
cover that there are at least three parallel attributes that are expressive o f His goodness: patience, mercy, and grace.
All of these characteristics of God’s nature are clearly seen in the first three chapters of Genesis.

The goodness of God is His attribute most questioned by friend and foe alike. Opponents of Biblical faith often base
their hostility or agnosticism on the presence of evil in the world, “If there is a God Who is good, why is there evil and
why does He allow suffering?” Those who believe in God become disappointed, and occasionally embittered, when life
goes badly for them or tragedy strikes. What is the testimony of Scripture in this regard?

I. Observations from the Text (Genesis 1-3):

A. Chapter 1: God’s goodness is portrayed in His pronouncements on all that He has made.
B. Chapter 1:28-31: God’s goodness is seen in the blessings and provision for all He has made

1. it is amplified in the variety of things He made for provision and beauty

2. it is amplified in the fact that violence and death were not required to sustain life
C. Chapter 2: God’s goodness is revealed

1. in noting and completing one things that was “not good”

2. in providing a perfect environment: order, harmony, peace, beauty
D. Chapter 3: God’s goodness seen in His response to the rebellion and fall of Adam

1. although they did die spiritually, they did not immediately die physically

2. He came looking for them

3. He provided a covering for their sin and shame

4. we see in His response His patience, His mercy, and His grace

5. He gave them hope and a promise of future restoration

II. Deductions from the Text in the Affirmative (What we can reason about God’s character):

God is GOOD. It is an intrinsic part of His essential nature. This is supported by the rest of Scripture.
Everything He made was good, without flaw or defect

The potential for rebellion or evil is not necessarily bad in itself, but a necessary part of true freedom

It is God’s nature to bless and to provide good things
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(see the supplemental Scripture texts on the back)
II1. Deductions from the Text in the Negative (What is NOT true about God’s character):

A. Everything that we see today that is not good was not originally made that way, something has happened.
B. Nothing that is evil or bad was made by God, past or present, He is not the Author of evil

CONC: The character of God is often maligned by His friends and His foes because of the presence of evil in the
world. However, by faith in the revelation of His character through the Bible, we can affirm that God is intrinsically,
infinitely good all the time. Therefore, when we see the evil and suffering around us we recognize that something ter-
rible has happened to the perfect environment and the perfect people God created. Furthermore, on the basis of His
goodness we can expect Him to do something about the problem, to provide a way out, a way back to restoration. That
“something” is a “SomeOne” in the person of Jesus Christ Who came to destroy the works of the devil and to rescue
those who are dead in trespasses and sins.
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1 Chronicles 16:34 O give NOTES
thanks to the LORD, for He is

good; For His lovingkindness
is everlasting.

2 Chronicles 7:3 All the sons
of Israel, seeing the fire come
down and the glory of the
LORD upon the house,
bowed down on the pavement
with their faces to the
ground, and they worshiped
and gave praise to the LORD,
saying, "Truly He is good,
truly His lovingkindness is
everlasting.”

Ezra 3:11 They sang, prais-
ing and giving thanks to the
LORD, saying, "For He is
good, for His lovingkindness
is upon Israel forever." And
all the people shouted with a
great shout when they
praised the LORD because
the foundation of the house of
the LORD was laid.

Psalm 106:1 Praise the
LORD! Oh give thanks to the
LORD, for He is good; For
His lovingkindness is ever-
lasting.

Psalm 107:1 Oh give thanks
to the LORD, for He is good,
For His lovingkindness is
everlasting.

Psalm 118:1 Give thanks to
the LORD, for He is good;
For His lovingkindness is
everlasting. %° Give thanks to
the LORD, for He is good;
For His lovingkindness is
everlasting.

Psalm 136:1 Give thanks to
the LORD, for He is good,
For His lovingkindness is
everlasting.

1. In what ways do you question the goodness of God (if you do)?

Psalm 73:1 A Psalm of As-

aph. Surely God is good to 2. How would you explain to someone why there is suffering in the world?
Israel, To those who are pure
in heart. 3. List the ways you see the goodness of God in the world today?

1 Timothy 4:4 For everything 4.  How about in your own life?

created by God is good, and

nothing is to be rejected if it 5. Imagine and discuss how live would be if you could only taste one flavor, see one
is received with gratitude;, color, feel one texture, smell one smell, etc.



