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Pushing Back the Darkness 

INTRO:   Most recently we have considered the implications of eschatology (the doctrines of last things and the return 
of Jesus Christ to this earth) in Genesis 1-3.  As important as it is to have an understanding of the end of this age, it is 
also important to understand that history has a direction:  it is moving toward a pre-determined end, and if it is moving 
toward something then it has a process:  there is on-going activity that brings us closer and closer toward that end.  
There is an unfolding plan and we who are joint heirs with Christ to the Kingdom are a vital part of fulfilling God’s pur-
poses. 
 
 
I. Sovereignty and Freedom:  God and man in the course of human history 
 
 A. Understanding rightful dominion in Genesis 1:27-31 
  1. Mankind was not made sovereign and autonomous, nor ever intended to be 
  2. The dominion of Adam and Eve was under the all-encompassing sovereignty of God 
 B. The essence of the temptation in Genesis 3:5 was to become like God 
  1. The desire for personal autonomy and sovereignty is diabolic 
  2. Salvation includes coming again under the authority of Jesus Christ as Lord 
 C. True freedom comes when we willingly submit to God’s authority over our lives 
  1. The power of sin is broken so that we may not be forced to do what we ought not 
  2. The will is restored by the Spirit so that we are free to choose what we ought to do 
 
 Transition:  Once restored through the new birth to be free in Christ, our freedom of choice lies largely in the  
  decision of whether we wish to be active participants in God’s redemptive process and the coming Kingdom  
  or not.  Our freedom does not lie in the capacity to do as we please or to change the course of God’s eternal  
  purposes through magical praying. 
 
II. The Most Important Kingdom Activity is Intercessory Prayer 
 
 A. Jesus announcement that the Kingdom of God had come was most clearly demonstrated in reversing the 
  effects of sin and the works of the devil. 
 
 B. Jesus committed to His followers this same task and opportunity and empowered them by giving them the 
  authority to act is His Name. 
 
 C. This powerful prayer-action invites God to work on this earth what He desires and wills to do.  It brings the 
  Kingdom of God and of Light to bear upon the darkness and ravages of sin and in the power of the Holy 
  Spirit opens the eyes of people to see the Living God. 
 
 D. Intercessory prayer is not learning how to get what we want from God, but learning what God wants to do 
  in the situations and people we face and then inviting Him to do it with the confidence that He surely will 
  (faith). 
 
 C&MA Council 2011 Examples:   1. The obstetrician in Mali & Stage IV cancer 
     2. The missionary family in a closed country 
     3. The testimonies of the healing service 
     4. Ravi’s story of the ambassador from an atheistic nation 
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Luke 4:17-21  17 And the book 
of the prophet Isaiah was 
handed to Him. And He opened 
the book and found the place 
where it was written,  18 "THE 
SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS 
UPON ME, BECAUSE HE 
ANOINTED ME TO PREACH 
THE GOSPEL TO THE 
POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO 
PROCLAIM RELEASE TO 
THE CAPTIVES, AND RE-
COVERY OF SIGHT TO THE 
BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE 
WHO ARE OPPRESSED,  19 
TO PROCLAIM THE FAVOR-
ABLE YEAR OF THE LORD."  
20 And He closed the book, 
gave it back to the attendant 
and sat down; and the eyes of 
all in the synagogue were fixed 
on Him.  21 And He began to 
say to them, "Today this Scrip-
ture has been fulfilled in your 
hearing."  
 
John 15:5-11  5 "I am the vine, 
you are the branches; he who 
abides in Me and I in him, he 
bears much fruit, for apart 
from Me you can do nothing.  6 
"If anyone does not abide in 
Me, he is thrown away as a 
branch and dries up; and they 
gather them, and cast them 
into the fire and they are 
burned.  7 "If you abide in Me, 
and My words abide in you, 
ask whatever you wish, and it 
will be done for you.  8 "My 
Father is glorified by this, that 
you bear much fruit, and so 
prove to be My disciples.  9 
"Just as the Father has loved 
Me, I have also loved you; 
abide in My love.  10 "If you 
keep My commandments, you 
will abide in My love; just as I 
have kept My Father's com-
mandments and abide in His 
love.  11 "These things I have 
spoken to you so that My joy 
may be in you, and that your 
joy may be made full.  
 
John 14:12-14  12 "Truly, truly, 
I say to you, he who believes in 
Me, the works that I do, he will 
do also; and greater works 
than these he will do; because 
I go to the Father.  13 
"Whatever you ask in My 
name, that will I do, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the 
Son.  14 "If you ask Me any-
thing in My name, I will do it.  
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1. Take a survey of the things going on in your life?  You are a light shining in a dark 
place.  In what way does God want to illuminate the darkness around you? 

 
2. When you encounter difficult and challenging situations, what is your first thought?  

How often do you ask the question, “God, what do You want to do here in this 
situation to reveal Your glory and Your Kingdom?” 

 
3. Explain the difference between the kind of prayer that expresses your desires to God 

and the kind of prayer that is an authoritative command that God’s will be accom-
plished?  Are both kinds of prayer legitimate? 

 
4. Of all the things you do to solve the problems you face, or that other with whom 

you live and work face, how much time do you spend asking God what He wants to 
do in those situations? 

 
5. Why did Jesus say in John 15:11, “that your joy may be made full.”  What is it that 

will bring true joy to our lives? 
 

Questions for Thought & Discussion 


